Florida Historical Marker Council Meeting

R. A. Gray Building, Room 404
Tallahassee, Florida 

August 2, 2019
        Meeting Minutes

Council Members Present: Dr. Barbara E. Mattick
Council Members Present via Teleconference: Dr. Scot French, Mr. Rudy J. Westerman
Division of Historical Resources Staff Present: Mr. Michael Hart, State Marker Program Coordinator; Mr. Andrew Waber, Historic Preservationist; Ms. Susanne Hunt, Outreach Programs Supervisor

Members of the Public Present: Ms. Althemese Barnes, Ms. Lynda Waller
Present via Webinar: Mr. Jack Butler, Ms. Allean Gilyard, Ms. Emma Hamilton, Ms. Marcy Hoffman, Ms. Cynthia Kanai, Ms. Kathleen Pagan, Ms. Paula Stark, Mr. Thomas Wood
I.  Call to Order and Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Barbara E. Mattick at 2:01 p.m.  

II.  Introduction of Council, Staff & Guests

Council members, staff and guests were introduced. 
III.  Adoption of Agenda

Mr. Hart requested, on behalf of the applicant, that Item L on the agenda be moved up on the agenda to Items A. Mr. Hart states that Item C was not ready for review and should be removed from the agenda. The council discussed the amendments to the agenda. 
Dr. French called for a motion to amend the agenda as proposed. Mr. Westerman seconded. The motion was unanimously approved.
Mr. Westerman called for a motion to adopt the amended agenda. Dr. French seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted. 

IV.  Approval of Minutes from August 2, 2019 meeting. 

Dr. French moved to approve the minutes from August 2, 2019. Mr. Westerman seconded. The motion was unanimously approved.

V.  Staff Announcements
Mr. Hart provided an update on the status of the Tom Petty, Rock Musician marker in Gainesville that was approved at the August 2, 2019 marker council meeting. 
VI. Review of Marker Applications

A.  Shady Grove Elementary School for African American Children, Vernon, Washington County
Ms. Lynda Waller was present in person to represent the marker application. Council members, staff and the marker’s representative discussed modifications to the marker text. 

Mr. Westerman called for a motion to approve the marker application as a Florida Heritage Site with modifications to the marker text as suggested by the Council. Dr. French seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted. 

B.  Simmon Grove Bethelite Baptist Church, Orange Heights, Alachua County
Ms. Kathleen Pagan was present in person to represent the marker application. Council members, staff and the marker’s representative discussed modifications to the marker text. Dr. Mattick brought up multiple concerns with the text and that it did not contain enough historical information to be eligible for a marker. She suggested that Ms. Pagan work with the applicant to do additional research and revise the text to include more historical information, then bring the text back before the council at a later date. 
Dr. French called for a motion to table the application until further research could be done and the text could be revised. Mr. Westerman seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted. 

C.  Cotton Club Building, Gainesville, Alachua County
Ms. Althemese Barnes was present in person to represent the marker application. Council members, staff and the marker’s representative discussed modifications to the marker text. Dr. Mattick brought up a typo in the agenda that stated the marker would be placed in Jacksonville, Duval County. Dr. Mattick noted that the agenda should be corrected to reflect that this marker would be placed in Gainesville, Alachua County.  
Mr. Westerman called for a motion to approve the marker application as a Florida Heritage Site with modifications to the marker text as suggested by the Council. Dr. French seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted. 

D.  Mount Ararat Missionary Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Duval County
Supplemental materials for this application had not been received and it was not ready for review. This item was removed from the agenda. 
E.  Girl Scout Beaches Little House, Neptune Beach Duval County
Ms. Emma Hamilton was present via webinar to represent the marker application. Council members, staff and the marker’s representative discussed modifications to the marker text. 

Dr. French called for a motion to approve the marker application as a Florida Heritage Site with modifications to the marker text as suggested by the Council. Mr. Westerman seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted. 

F.  J. Vining and Florida Curry Harris House, Key West, Monroe County
There were no representatives present to represent the marker application. Council members and staff discussed modifications to the marker text. Dr. Mattick Brought up a typo in the agenda that listed the title as “J. Vinning and Florida Curry Harris House.” Dr. Mattick noted that the agenda should be correct to read “J Vining and Florida Curry Harris House.”
Dr. French called for a motion to approve the marker application as a Florida Heritage Site with modifications to the marker text as suggested by the Council. Mr. Westerman seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted. 

G.  Evans’ Rendezvous, Fernandina Beach, Nassau County
Ms. Allean Gilyard was present via webinar to represent the marker application. Council members, staff and the marker’s representative discussed modifications to the marker text. 

Dr. French called for a motion to approve the marker application as a Florida Heritage Site with modifications to the marker text as suggested by the Council. Mr. Westerman seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted.
H.  Old Nassau County Jail, Fernandina Beach, Nassau County
There were no representatives present to represent the marker application. Council members and staff discussed modifications to the marker text.  

Dr. French called for a motion to approve the marker on a preliminary basis, pending revisions by the staff and the applicant.  Mr. Westerman seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted. 

I.  Election Day Violence/Ocoee Massacre and Exodus, Ocoee, Orange County
Mr. Jack Butler was present via webinar to represent the marker application. Council members, staff and the marker’s representative discussed modifications to the marker text. The title of the first side of this marker was altered to read “Orange County Election Day Violence.”
Mr. Westerman called for a motion to approve the marker application as a Florida Heritage Landmark with modifications to the marker text as suggested by the Council. Dr. French seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted. 

J.  Soldier City’s Mount Peace Cemetery, St. Cloud, Osceola County
Ms. Paula Stark was present via webinar to represent the marker application. Council members, staff and the marker’s representative discussed modifications to the marker text. 

Dr. French called for a motion to approve the marker application as a Florida Heritage Site with modifications to the marker text as suggested by the Council. Mr. Westerman seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted. 
K.  Boca Raton Army Air Field B-34 Crash, Boca Raton, Palm Beach County
Mr. Tom Wood was present via webinar to represent the marker application. Council members, staff and the marker’s representative discussed modifications to the marker text. 

Dr. French called for a motion to approve the marker application as a Florida Heritage Site with modifications to the marker text as suggested by the Council. Mr. Westerman seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted. 

L.  Ann Norton Sculpture Gardens, West Palm Beach, Palm Beach County

Ms. Marcy Hoffman and Ms. Cynthia Kanai were present via webinar to represent the marker application. Council members, staff and the marker’s representatives discussed modifications to the marker text. 

Dr. French called for a motion to approve the marker application as a Florida Heritage Site with modifications to the marker text as suggested by the Council. Mr. Westerman seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted. 

VII.
Other Business

Mr. Hart stated that the next Florida Historical Marker Council meeting would be on Friday, December 13, 2019, at 2:00 p.m. 

VIII. Public Comment

Ms. Hoffman made a comment inquiring about the next steps of the application process. Mr. Hart stated that he would send the approved marker text drafts to the applicants in the next couple of days. 
IX. Motion to Adjourn

Mr. Westerman made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dr. French seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted. The meeting was adjourned at 5:22 p.m. Staff thanked members of the Council for their service on the Historical Marker Council. 
___________________________________ Presiding Officer

___________________________________ State Historic Preservation Officer, and Director, Division of Historical Resources

Approved: ________________________
